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Introduction 
For the complete Guide for Publishers, see https://data.gov.ie/guide-for-publishers  

Publication on an Open Data Portal opens the door to innovative data-reuse. Data.gov.ie does not 

host the actual datasets, but instead is a catalogue of metadata, with pointers to the data hosted 

elsewhere on the Web, for example, on the website of a public organisation. 

Data can be manually published on data.gov.ie via the 'Add Dataset' online form. Alternatively, data 

can be programmatically published on data.gov.ie via the API or a data harvester.  

Adding a Dataset 
In order to add a dataset to data.gov.ie, the data publisher requires a user account. An account can 

be created for Public Sector Bodies by contacting opendata@per.gov.ie To log into your user 

account, go to https://data.gov.ie/user/login  

Once logged-in, the data publisher can access the ‘New Dataset’ page at 

https://data.gov.ie/dataset/new . By stepping through the online form, the data publisher is 

prompted to enter all the necessary metadata. The user-friendly interface makes it easy for non-

technical users to publish datasets one at a time. However, using the web interface is not an efficient 

way to publish multiple data sets, or to periodically update existing datasets. For this, programmatic 

publication via the API should be used.  

Note, by submitting content on the data.gov.ie Open Data Portal, the data publisher agrees to 

release the data under the Open Data licence conditions outlined at https://data.gov.ie/licence. The 

following guide describes each step of adding a dataset. 

Tab 1: Name 
The first tab is ‘Name’. Enter the title of the dataset. The URL will be automatically generated, but it 

must be unique. If there is a conflict, a message will appear to say ‘This URL is not available’. If this 

happens, change the title. 
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Tab 2: Data Files 
The second tab is ‘Data Files’. Enter the details of each of the data files available for the dataset. For 

example, a dataset may be available in multiple formats: csv, json, xml, xls, pdf,etc. According to the 

Open Data Technical Framework1, the dataset should be available in at least one open, machine-

readable format. If your data comes in multiple formats, each should be added on a separate row. 

Add the file title, URL and format of the data file. The URL points to the direct link where the data file 

can be downloaded from. 

Your dataset may be creating a single file record (which points to a static dataset) or you may be 

creating a timeseries record (which points to a dynamic dataset, where multiple files are released 

over time, for example where a new data file is added to the dataset monthly). 

  

                                                             
1 https://data.gov.ie/technical-framework#recommended-formats-for-open-data  

https://data.gov.ie/technical-framework#recommended-formats-for-open-data


Tab 3: Description 
The third tab is ‘Description’. Enter a general description of the dataset. The landing page indicates 

the website where the dataset is available online. Note this differs from the URL, the direct 

download link, defined in the previous tab. Conforms to refers to what standards the data in the 

dataset is modelled against, for example, W3C standards, ISO standards, or INSPIRE. A list of 

recommended standards is available in the Open Data Technical Framework2. Language refers to the 

main language of the dataset. 

 

Tab 4: Licence 
The fourth tab is ‘Licence’. Enter the licence associated with the dataset. The recommended licence 

to associate with all Open Data from the Irish public sector is the Creative Commons Attribution (CC-

BY 4.0) Licence, at a minimum3. 

 

                                                             
2 https://data.gov.ie/technical-framework#recommended-standards-for-open-data  
3 https://data.gov.ie/technical-framework#open-data-licence  

https://data.gov.ie/technical-framework#recommended-standards-for-open-data
https://data.gov.ie/technical-framework#open-data-licence


Tab 5: Publisher 
The fourth tab is ‘Publisher. From the drop-down list, select the organisation who is publishing the 

data. If your organisation is not in the drop-down list, please contact opendata@per.gov.ie. Also 

enter contact details that will be displayed for this dataset. The default contact details are taken 

from the selected publisher, but this can also be added for each dataset. 

 

Tab 6: Theme & Keywords 
The fourth tab is ‘Theme & Keywords. Enter the primary theme for the dataset. Only one theme can 

be selected per dataset. List the keywords that describe the subject of this data in commonly used, 

abstract terms e.g. "air quality, pollution, roads". Commas should be used to separate keywords. 
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Tab 7: Time & Date 
The fourth tab is ‘Time & Date. Data released is the date the dataset was issued, this might be prior 

to when the dataset is being added to data.gov.ie. Data updated indicates the last modification date 

of the dataset. The temporal coverage shows what time period the dataset covers, for example, a 

particular month or year. If more context is required, this can be added under temporal notes.  

 

 

  



Tab 8: Geographic Coverage 
The fourth tab is ‘Geographic Coverage. If there is geographic metadata associated with the dataset, 

enter it in this tab. Geographic coverage can refer to a bounding box or a particular geographic area, 

e.g. national, regional, etc. Vertical extent includes domain name, min value, and max value. Lineage 

provides more information about the provenance of the data, or context of how it was collected. 

Spatial reference system must refer to one of the recommended spatial reference systems from the 

Irish geospatial community4, as listed in the drop-down menu.  

 

 

                                                             
4 https://data.gov.ie/technical-framework#recommended-metadata-schema-for-open-data  
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