
Using data to help 
people get active



The Problem



Gap within the Physical Activity sector 

Great search tools - easy to search 
through availability

Booked, paid and off I 
go!

I want to go on 
holiday!

Loads of choice of how 
to book

vs

?
?

I want to be 
active!

Give up.
Remain inactive.

Nowhere to easily search 
what’s available

?
Limited choice. 

Hard to find what I’m looking 
for.

Research from Sport England shows 1/5 of 
adults have been put off doing a physical 
activity because it was too difficult to find 
or book on



Using open data, we 
want to kickstart a 
digital transformation 
to tackle inactivity 
and increase 
participation in sport 
and physical activity.

The Solution



Who is involved?
Stewarding Open Active OpenActive community menmbers 



Activity Finders use data 
and make 

oppourtunities 
discoverable/searchable 

OpenActive supports 
organisations to publish 

data about Phyical 
activities

Real-time
timetables

Bookings

End users become 
active from finding and 

booking activities

Data 
Standards, 
Tools and 
guidance

How does it work?



Traction so far +150K
activities 

publihsed 
openly per 

month

+48
Orgs 

publishing 
and using 
open data 

+1000
Sites 

around 
England 

with 
activities

14%
Estimated 
size of the 
sector that 
is working 

openly 



Future plans

● Lowering barriers to implementing the Open Booking API 
(= revenue generation)

● Building new OpenActive standards that support activity 
providers to meet the needs of users with special 
accessibility requirements

● Understanding the impact of OpenActive on the health 
sector, including mental health and wellbeing

● Increased interoperability with other standards, e.g. Open 
Referral UK

https://w3c.openactive.io/


Impact to date
● 694 activity types listed, from abseiling to zumba

● 59 datasets regularly publishing and updated, covering hundreds of 
organisations

● An external assessment of OpenActive estimates:

○ up to £3 million per year in health costs avoided

○ up to a £20 million per year increase in productivity

○ the avoidance of up to 100 premature deaths per year



Everyone has a role to play in delivering OpenActive’s mission. 
See how you can get involved in the initiative, and help more 

people get active with open data.

https://www.openactive.io/how-to-do-it/

