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Act and Strategy complement each other and have the same ultimate goal – to 
put in place a series of measures to improve how data is governed, managed and 

re-used in a secure, efficient and transparent manner 

Step 1 – the Public Service Data Catalogue

Background

Public Service Data Governance Unit
Data Sharing and Governance Act
• The Act provides a legal basis for data 

sharing and puts in place strong governance 
to oversee such sharing

Public Service Data Strategy
• Strategy sets out a vision for data in the 

Public Service and 31 actions/deliverables to 
improve data quality, reuse and transparency



What is a Data Catalogue?
• A Data Catalogue is a detailed inventory of data assets in an organisation. It is 

designed to help quickly find the most appropriate data for analytical purposes, for 
business purposes, or simply for general awareness and transparency.



• Increase the awareness of data holdings
• Stimulate cross Government data reuse 
• Single place to go to get the information
• Facilitate openness and transparency with both citizens and businesses
• Expenditure savings
• Help public bodies in their data protection obligations

The Public Service Data Catalogue

Public Service Data Strategy
Action: Develop a Government data catalogue, for internal and 

public use, cataloguing key data holdings within PSBs, 
supporting reuse and transparency



Scope of the Catalogue

Single Catalogue for 
the entire Public 

Service – All PSBs

Store / Display 
metadata about key 

data holdings 

Includes personal 
data, sensitive 
personal data, 

business data, spatial 
data

Supports customisable 
sub-catalogues, 

similar in manner to 
the Department 

websites on gov.ie. 

Public facing view -
available to citizens 

Public Service facing 
view - available to 

PSBs 

Administration view –
allowing internal 

recording of datasets
Supports custom data 

fields

Dataset and data 
fields may be defined 

as 
“visible/invisible/public 

service visible”.

Admin interface -
PSBs will have the 

ability to manage their 
own catalogues. 



• PSB Name
• Dataset Name
• Description
• Coverage
• Sector
• Personal
• Business
• Spatial
• Sensitive

What Data is on it?

• Primary Identifier
• Update Frequency
• Currently being shared
• APIs available
• Open Data
• Open Data Link
• Contact Point (only visible to PSBs)
• Custom fields…
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• An excel survey of relevant data in each PSB 
• capture high-level information on key datasets across the public service
• making this information available both to citizens and PSBs. 
• Not an audit of all datasets you hold
• No direct access to datasets

• Survey issued to all PSBs - inc bodies under their aegis

• Next Steps
• OGCIO to aggregate and sanity check the results 
• OGCIO to input the results and publish the Catalogue

Populating the Catalogue
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Datasets collected 

• High-level Information gathered on over 250 Key Datasets of Public Interest across the 
Public Service from over 50 PSBs

Health
• Dataset of Hospitals
• National Waiting List 

Register
• Work Related Accidents

Education
• Primary Online Database
• Register of Teachers
• SUSI Grant Applications

Geospatial
• Bathing Water Locations
• National Land Register
• Commercial Property 

Valuations Database

Justice
• Sheriff Systems
• Wards of the Court
• Citizenship Applications

Agriculture
• National Forest Inventory
• Nitrates Database
• Animal Identification & 

Movement 

Business
• Product Safety Database
• Patent Register
• Register of Companies & 

Business Names

Community
• Early Years Platform
• Deprivation Index
• Town & Village Renewal 

Scheme

Taxation
• Local Property Tax
• Unique Business Identifier
• Tax Clearance


